TAO TE CHING Chapters 44 & 51

Chapter 44

Fame or integrity: which is more important?
Money or happiness: which is more valuable?
Success or failure: which is more destructive?

If you look to others for fulfillment,
you will never be truly fulfilled.

If your happiness depends on money,
you will never be happy with yourself.

Be content with what you have;

rejoice in the way things are.

When you realize there is nothing lacking,
the whole world belongs to you.
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TAO TE CHING

Chapter 51

Every being in the universe

is an expression of the Tao.

It springs into existence,
unconscious, perfect, free,
takes on a physical body,

lets circumstances complete it.
That is why every being
spontaneously honors the Tao.

The Tao gives birth to all beings,

nourishes them, maintains them,

cares for them, comforts them, protects them,
takes them back to itself,

creating without possessing,

acting without expecting,

guiding without interfering.

That is why love of the Tao

is in the very nature of things.
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